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Molly the Pony
Comes to Great Falls

News, Page 3

Molly the Pony
Comes to Great Falls

News, Page 3

Molly the Pony, a horse
that survived Katrina
and leg amputation,
came to Great Falls on
Sunday, Dec. 13. Both
children and adults
gathered around
to pet Molly.

Scouting
For Donations

News, Page 7

Scouting
For Donations

News, Page 7

More Than
300 Served
By Wish List
News, Page 12

More Than
300 Served
By Wish List
News, Page 12
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

See Smoking Ban,  Page 15

See Meeting Molly,

Page 5

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

W
hen Ed Hearns moved to Herndon last
year, he reveled in the fact that he
could light up a cigarette in his local
neighborhood bar again. He had re-

cently lived in Frederick, Md. where all restaurants
and bars had been smoke-free for at least two years.

“It was an absolute pleasure to move down to Vir-
ginia. I enjoy smoking while I am drinking. I mean I
am a smoker,” said Hearns, perched on a barstool at
Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern in Herndon Nov. 29, two
days before new smoking restrictions went into ef-
fect in Virginia.

Hearns, who said he had “lived through a smok-
ing ban before,” was nevertheless frustrated by the
prospect of having fewer choices to enjoy his beer
and cigarettes together.

The new Fairfax County resident had good rea-
sons to think he had outrun the anti-smoking move-
ment when he moved to Virginia. The commonwealth
is historically tied to the tobacco industry and home
to Philip Morris USA, the largest cigarette producer
in the world.

The Virginia General Assembly, particularly the
Republican Party caucus in the House of Delegates,
had also stymied attempts to restrict smoking for
years, including a push for statewide smoking ban
by Gov. Tim Kaine in 2007.

BUT LAST SPRING, a compromise between Gov.
Tim Kaine and the Republicans lead to legislation
that falls short of the nearly universal ban on restau-
rant and bar smoking enacted in Maryland and Wash-
ington D.C. Yet it still significantly tightens up the
commonwealth’s former regulations.

As of Dec.1, Virginia  establishments have to be
smoke-free. Restaurants and bars that have space are
able to accommodate smokers indoors in rooms that
are closed off and separately ventilated from the non-
smoking sections.

Both Maryland and the District make it much
tougher for bars and restaurants to retain a smoking
section indoors than the commonwealth.

In fact, for some local Fairfax businesses, creating
a separate facility for smokers took little to no extra
work. Other restaurants were happy to go smoke free,
saying they thought it would improve business over-
all.

AT JACKSON’S, a large restaurant that is part of
the Great American chain and located in the Reston
Town Center, the management had to make very few,
if any, changes to accommodate indoor smoking.

Jackson’s, which has been open for a little over a
year, already had two bars, including one that could
accommodate smokers easily, since it is already en-
closed and backs up onto an outdoor patio space.

Ned Devine’s Irish Pub in Herndon is only under-
going some light renovations and construction to
create a smoking room. The restaurant is installing
a new door to separate a small bar and lounge from

the rest of the restaurant, according to Trina Medford,
a bartender who works at the restaurant. Chic ‘n
Wings in Tysons Corner has enclosed an outdoor patio
to accommodate people who want to smoke.

Several restaurants have also embraced the idea
of going smoke free, even if they had previously al-
lowed cigarettes.

Nearly all the people leaning up against the bar at
The Old Brogue in Great Falls had a cigarette in hand
just 48 hours before the new smoking restrictions
took effect. But the restaurant’s staff said most people
seemed pleased about the Brogue’s decision to ban
smoking.

“I think most people are happy actually. A lot of
people who smoke said it will give them a chance to
quit,” said bartender Greg Fabitta.

Setting aside an area for smoking was not feasible
for some restaurants, including some who would
prefer to keep a smoking section.

In several cases, building and design constraints,
in particular, would have made it difficult to create
an entirely separate smoker’s lounge.

For example, two of the most successful local res-
taurant groups, Clyde’s and Great American, made a
separate decision about each of their individual res-
taurants, partly based on the layout at each loca-
tion.

Great American, which owns Jackson’s, will not
have indoor smoking at Mike’s in Springfield, Artie’s
in Fairfax and the Sweetwater Tavern location in Ster-
ling, largely because the design of those facilities does
not make it easy to separate out a smoking area.

Clyde’s does not plan to offer smoking at its Tysons
Corner facility, where the bar sits directly at the front
entrance. But it will have smoking rooms at its Alex-
andria and Ashburn locations, where the layout is
more flexible.

The advantages some businesses have over others

Local George John Paul enjoys a beer at
the newly smoke-free Vienna Inn. Many
local restaurants and bars banned smok-
ing after new restrictions came into place
Dec. 1.

Going Smoke Free?
Some restaurants have
more flexibility to continue
indoor smoking than others.
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M
olly the Pony graced
Great Falls with her
presence at the Lift

Me Up! Therapeutic Riding Pro-
gram on Sunday, Dec. 13.

After being rescued from
abandonment after Hurricane
Katrina, Molly was attacked by
a pit bull terrier and nearly died.

With time and care from her
owner Kaye Harris, Molly
started to recover without seri-
ous infection in the bites. But

Harris noticed Molly’s front
right leg was dying. It hurt
Molly so badly to walk on it that
she taught herself to walk on
her other three legs.

While some called it inhu-
mane and experimenting, Har-
ris had faith that Molly could
survive the new surgery to am-
putate the bad leg and give her
a prosthetic.

A rescued horse tale inspires
audiences to ‘never give up.’

Molly the Pony Comes
to Great Falls

Molly, right, and her companion Doodle Bug stand in
the ring while Harris tells her story.

Molly the Pony
stands proud
on all four legs.

Photos by

Stephanie Knapp/

The Connection
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See Bow Hunting,  Page 18

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

D
uring the first week of
the Colvin Run park
bow and arrow hunt,
Diane Hopkins saw

more than one deer tear through
her backyard in a panic. Another
resident in her upscale Vienna
neighborhood told Hopkins that the
family planned to purchase orange
hunting vests to wear so archers
wouldn’t accidentally shoot them
when they are out raking leaves in
the backyard.

“This is certainly not a place I
expected to be in the middle of a
deer hunt,” said Hopkins, who lives
on Carpers Farm Way off Leesburg
Pike. Hopkins’ development is sur-
rounded on three sides by Colvin
Run Park, where Fairfax County has
sanctioned a bow and arrow hunt
for deer.

Archers with Suburban Whitetail Manage-
ment of Northern Virginia are scheduled to
hunt deer in Colvin Run in one-to-two week
spurts until Jan. 16, 2010. The hunters will
break for the holidays, and the park will be
closed for pedestrians and recreation when
the hunt is active.

Suburban Whitetail Management says
that the hunt will be safe, in part because
hunters will shoot the deer from platforms
at least 20 feet off the ground, meaning any
arrows that miss the deer will go into the
ground.

Fairfax County is sponsoring a similar
event on parkland in the Lorton area. An-
other group, the Belvoir Bowhunters,
started culling the deer population in the
Laurel Hill Park Nov. 30.

Fairfax County staff and some residents
said the deer hunts are needed to help con-
trol the animal’s local population, which has
grown too large because of a lack of natu-
ral predators like wolves or coyotes in the
area.

Yet Hopkins and other residents said there
are better methods for clamping down on
the deer population than bow hunting.

“Now, if I see a deer around here, I am
pretty much in a state of grief. I am hoping
that they won’t go into the park,” said
Hopkins.

THOUGH Some Residents may be up-
set about the bow hunting, Fairfax County’s
Environmental Quality Advisory Council
supports the government-sponsored hunts.

The group’s 2009 report on Fairfax’s en-
vironment states that the county has had a
“serious overabundance” of deer for 10
years, leading to several health and envi-

ronmental problems in Fairfax.
The Virginia Department of Game and

Inland Fisheries consider an ideal deer
population to be approximately 15 to 20
deer per square mile and the local environ-
mental council said other scientific infor-
mation suggests that an even smaller popu-
lation — about eight to 15 deer per square
mile — is acceptable to protect other ani-
mals and plants species.

Many Fairfax parks have at least four and
half times the most conservative deer popu-
lation recommendation. Before the hunts
started, gaming officials estimate that there
were 213 deer per square mile in Great Falls’
Riverbend Park and 90 to 115 deer per
square mile in Vienna’s Meadowlark Botani-
cal Gardens.

Almost all natural predators of deer —
bobcats, black bears, wolves and mountain
lions — no longer exist in Fairfax and the
area saw a significant decline in hunting
during the second half of the 20th century.
Both factors contributed to an explosion in
the local deer population, according to the
environmental council.

There are concerns that local deer popu-
lation is becoming too large even for its own
good. State officials found only a few local
deer in good or excellent health and labeled
many more as being in “fair” or “poor” con-
dition during a 10-year study of Fairfax
County’s herds.

“This is a no-win situation. I don’t think
anyone likes the idea of shooting animals.
In a perfect world, we would have coyotes
and wolves that would balance out the situ-
ation,” said Stella Koch, a Great Falls resi-
dent who heads the environmental coun-
cil.

THE OVERABUNDANCE of deer is also
more than just a nuisance to Fairfax
County’s human population.

In some parts of the county, the deer
population is so high that they have de-
pleted normal food resources and will eat
any landscaping or plants, even those
planted specifically because they are con-
sidered to be “undesirable” to deer.

Virginia also has the seventh largest
number of deer-vehicle collisions among
the states in the country, according to the
environmental council’s report. From
1998 to 2002, the council estimates that
there were approximately 18,000 to
22,500 deer-vehicle collisions. Among those
reported to the Fairfax County Police De-
partment during that time, the average
amount of damage per vehicle from those
crashes was $2,300.

According to the environmental council
report, humans reported injuries in 19 deer-
vehicle collisions in 2007 and 14 such
crashes in 2006. There have also been two
fatal car crashes involving deer in the last
decade.

SOME PEOPLE also believe deer could be
contributing to the sharp increase of Lyme
disease cases in Fairfax County since they
are the primary “reservoir” of the ticks that
cause Lyme disease.

“Think of the deer as a tick Metro sys-
tem. It is better than the Metro system be-
cause the deer can take ticks all over the
county,” said health department staff mem-
ber Jorge Arias in 2008.

Incidents of Lyme in Fairfax County nearly
doubled from 2006 to 2008. In 2006, there

were just 102 confirmed
cases of Lyme disease in
Fairfax. By 2008, the number
was up to 197, according to
the environmental council re-
port.

But the environmental
council said it is not clear
there is a direct correlation
between the size of the deer
population and the number
of cases of Lyme.

In addition to deer, other
animals, like rodents, can
also carry ticks and a decline
in the deer population may
not necessarily reduce resi-
dents’ exposure to Lyme if the
ticks find other hosts, accord-
ing to the environmental
council report.

IN ADDITION to humans,
the size of the current deer
population also threatens the
local ecosystem and several
smaller animals that live lo-
cally, including some bird
species.

“We have already begun to
see a loss of biodiversity that
will ultimately lead to a loss

of ecosystem stability, with far more
widespread and serious effects than
the shorter term effects of overabun-
dant deer,” stated the environmental
council in its report.

In several parts of the county, the
deer have eaten nearly all of the
plants and smaller trees within their
reach, thereby thwarting woodland
regeneration. Small animals are also
unable to compete with deer for food
and, in some areas, the number of
bird species has significantly dimin-
ished, according to the environmen-
tal report.

“There are no baby trees to replace
the big trees we have now that are
going to die someday,” said Koch.

PEOPLE opposed to the county-
sponsored bow and arrow hunt ac-
knowledge there is a deer manage-
ment problem in Fairfax. They just
feel there is a better way to manage
the animal’s population than bow
hunting.

“I think the county is in a tough

Some residents are upset about bow and arrow hunts Fairfax County is sponsoring in
Colvin Run Park and Laurel Hill Park.
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Deer Hunt Proceeds in Colvin Run Park
Fairfax sponsors
bow hunt for deer in
Colvin Run Park.

“If you live in a place, you
should have some say
about what happens here.”

—Vienna resident
Diane Hopkins
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

If you do not get The Great Falls
Connection delivered to your home…

FIRST CLASS MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS are now available
for the first time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months. Help us meet the costs
of providing first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427) or e-mail
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

From Page 3

While it took time for Molly to
get used to the prosthetic, Harris’s
strategy of “just letting her be a
horse” proved successful.

While adjustments are con-
tinuously being made to it ,
Molly can now walk and run on
her prosthetic leg. She travels
with her companion Doodle Bug

Meeting Molly the Pony

Molly’s owner
Kaye Harris
personalized
the books for
sale.

News

and owner Harris, who shares
Molly’s inspirational tale and
encourages audiences to never
give up.

Molly’s full story can be found
in the book “Molly the Pony” by
Pam Kaster. For more information
on Molly, visit http://
www.mollythepony.com/.

— Stephanie Knapp

Photo by

Stephanie Knapp/

The Connection

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

The Oakcrest School Concert
Chorus performed with the McLean
Orchestra at their holiday concerts
“Voices of Angels” on Dec. 12-13.  Cho-
ral selections included two traditional
German carols “Kommet, Ihr Hirten” and
“Kling, Glockchen, Kling” arranged by
Stephen Mager, and a carol by John
Rutter entitled “Christmas Lullaby.”  Or-
chestral highlights, under the direction of
conductor, Sylvia Alimena, included a
performance of Leroy Anderson’s
“Bugler’s Holiday” and several holiday
favorites.  The evening concluded with
an audience sing-a-long. Oakcrest is an
independent school for girls grades 6-12
guided by the teachings of the Catholic
Church.  Oakcrest is located at 850 Balls
Hill Road IN McLean.

Langley High School Wind Sym-
phony has accepted an invitation to
perform at the Music for All National
Festival, presented by Yamaha, in India-
napolis in March 2010. High school and
middle school instrumental ensembles
around the country audition for the fes-
tival via a taped audition sent to Music
for All, one of the nation’s largest and
most influential organizations in support
of active music making. The Langley
High School Wind Symphony is under
the direction of Andrew Gekoskie. Only
sixteen high school concert bands were
accepted into the 2010 festival, to be
held March 4-6, 2010. The Music for All
National Festival has taken place annu-
ally since 1992. Langley High School and
other concert bands will perform at the
professional concert venue, Clowes Me-
morial Hall, in Indianapolis. For more
information, visit www.musicforall.org/
programs/mfanf/.

School Notes

CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

New Truckload TALAVERA

60,000 POTS 35% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

Ask cashier for details

Buy 1 at Regular Price
Get 2 FREE

25% OFF
BONSAI, ORCHIDS,

CACTI, PERENNIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery
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703-450-5453
21800 Towncenter Plaza, Sterling, VA 20164

Tue, Wed, Fri: 9 AM-6 PM
Mon & Thur: 9 AM-7 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

703-771-4688
Battlefield Shopping Center, Leesburg, VA 20176

Mon-Fri: 10 AM-6 PM

Sat: 9 AM-5 PM

STERLING APPLIANCE, INC.

www.sterlingappliance.com

21430 Cedar Dr., Suite 110 • Sterling, VA • 703-433-9441

Schools

Photos by Kristine Nash

Winter Art Projects at Forestville ES
The second graders in Renee Riddell’s Art Class at
Forestville Elementary are busy working on their winter
art projects. From top to bottom are Lila Hampton, Vella
Lowenthal and Grace Hetherington.

First Snow
Great Falls Elementary
kindergartner Alex Rock
enjoys first day of snow
in Great Falls, 2009.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  December 23-29, 2009  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

The Doctors of Patrick A. Correnty, MD LLC

Now accepting new patients. Insurance accepted.

MCLEAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATES, LLC

Patrick Correnty, Timothy Muir, Suzanne Wittig, Sam Pappas,
David Antonetti, Kimberly Houde, Caroline Caine

Proudly Announce the

Grand Opening of Their New Office

INTERNAL MEDICINE

DRCORRENTY.COM

703.992.0649
6862 ELM STREET, SUITE 600, MCLEAN, VA 22101

of clothes, especially for women
because he said most of their cus-
tomers are women, and clothes for
their children also,” he said, add-
ing that the thrift shop also needed
household items like dishes and
small appliances. The store is also
accepting electronics, but none
older than five years.

He said the goal was to draw at
least 50 donors and collect at least
enough to fill one of the NVFS
trucks. He and other scouts will
also pick up donations from resi-
dents who can’t make it to the col-
lection.

— Mike DiCicco

Brad Hodge poses with
some of the donations he
has already collected for
the Clock Tower Thrift
Store.

News

O
n Tuesday, Dec. 29,
many Great Falls
residents can expect
to receive a flyer in-

forming them of a shortage of sup-
plies at the Clock Tower Thrift
Shop in Falls Church. That’s when
Brad Hodge of Great Falls, along
with others, will canvass the area,
advertising his collection of dona-
tions for the shop as part of his
Eagle Scout project.

“Since we knew they were in
need we decided to help them,”
Hodge said, noting that the thrift
store was having a hard time keep-
ing up with demand during the
recession. Northern Virginia Fam-
ily Services (NVFS) runs the shop,
and proceeds go to the nonprofit
organization. “I thought it would
be a good opportunity for me to
lead my peers in helping someone
in need,” Hodge said.

Seventeen members of his scout
troop have volunteered to help

Boy Scout to collect donations for
thrift store to benefit Northern
Virginia Family Services.
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him canvass Great Falls on the
Tuesday after Christmas, and
Hodge said he hoped to recruit a
total of at least 30 people to help
him cover more ground. He has
also received permission to drop
his fliers at a number of restau-
rants in the community.

The collection will be on Sun-
day, Jan. 3, from 2-4 p.m., near the
Great Falls Safeway, between CVS
and Maison et Jardin. “We can
only have so many scouts for so
long on that day. It is the day be-
fore we go back to school,” Hodge
said.

He said he had met with an
NVSF representative to discuss the
store’s needs. “They need a bunch

Donate
Brad Hodge and others will be collect-

ing donations near the Safeway on
Sunday, Jan. 3, from 2-4 p.m. To ar-
range to have donations picked up,
e-mail Hodge at tjhslax@gmail.com.

Scouting for Donations
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F
or the observant of any faith, and even
for the more secular among us, the
close of the year brings ritual, magic,
reflection and hope.

In events around the area, a sense of com-
munity has infused holiday parades, Christmas
tree lightings, menorah lightings, choral per-
formances, singing of carols, and other tradi-
tional events with warmth and joy.

In Great Falls, it was the 19th

lighting of the Christmas tree,
with holiday songs by the Lan-
gley Madrigals. In Reston, Santa

arrived by boat across Lake Anne in a snow
squall. In Alexandria, the Scottish Christmas
Walk announced the beginning of the season
despite the wet snow. In Clifton, the Christ-
mas spirit was celebrated in a candlelight
homes tour, among other events. In Fairfax,
one congregation built a 7-foot-tall menorah
out of Legos. And in every community, volun-
teers have come together to provide food,
clothing and some holiday cheer for the needy.

2009 has been a challenging year for many fami-

Happy Holidays A time to reflect,
a time to share.

Editorial

lies, businesses, schools, charitable organizations.
As the year comes to an end, we can count our
blessings. Here in the Washington suburbs most
of us have been spared the intense difficulties of
the economic downtown. We’ll all likely to wel-
come 2010 with optimism and relief.

Next week between Christmas and New
Years, look for our annual Children’s Connec-
tion, when we turn our entire paper over to
the contributions of area students — artwork
of many kinds, poetry and other writing. Our
next regular edition will come out the week of
Jan. 4, 2010.

From the all the staff here, we wish you a
merry Christmas, a happy Hanukkah, joyful
holidays and a wonderful beginning to the New
Year.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Give Locally
Remember that more local families are in

need right now than ever before; thankfully,
most of us are in a position to help. It’s not too
late to brighten the holidays for a needy fam-
ily as many organizations are reporting record
demand for holiday meals and help with pro-
viding children at least one present. The need
will continue into the New Year as well.

Where to Donate
❖ Reston Interfaith,
11150 Sunset Hills Road, Suite 210, Reston
Serving Reston and Herndon
571-323-9555
www.restoninterfaith.org
❖ SHARE of McLean Food Pantry
Located in the McLean Baptist Church
703-284-2179
www.SHAREofMcLean.org
P.O. Box 210
McLean, VA 22101
❖ Herndon-Reston FISH (For Immediate Sympathetic

Help), 703-391-0105.
❖ Northern Virginia Family Service, Oakton, 703-385-3267
❖ Shelter House, www.shelterhouse.org, operates two

homeless shelters in Fairfax County, in Centreville
and Seven Corners. 571-522-6800

❖ Committee for Helping Others (CHO), Vienna , 703-
281-7614.

Perspectives

Great Falls Traffic: A Way Forward?
Residents plead for serious consideration of the options.

By Kathleen Murphy

I
 am sure you are just as be-
wildered as I am to hear the
story of the coming two turn-

ing lanes from Route 7, at the
Loudoun County line, on
Georgetown Pike at Seneca Road
in Great Falls; the indifference of
VDOT and the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors (excluding
John Foust, Dranesville District Su-
pervisor, who is squarely with us)
to the continuing over-clogging of
Georgetown Pike, which is already
at capacity; and the continuing
pleas of residents of our commu-
nity for some measure of serious
consideration of the options.

Although this was the fourth
meeting on the subject in more
than six years, Great Falls residents
continue to express the same (op-
posing) position in an articulate,
analytical, professional, thought
provoking — and, yes, even bril-
liant manner — suggesting viable
alternatives worth serious consid-
eration. We continue to be ig-
nored.

Public roads are meant to serve
all of the public. But does this
mean that all of Northern Virginia
must turn into asphalt? Are there
no limits? Is there no rhyme or
reason?

Certainly there must be a high
road in all of this. See Solution,  Page 9

GEORGETOWN PIKE: Although
VDOT has identified Georgetown
Pike as a secondary arterial road,
which means that if the demand
gets huge enough, it could become
a highway, that designation does
not match the characterization of
Georgetown Pike as noted
throughout the Fairfax County
Comprehensive Plan, a document
developed through community
consensus-building over many de-
cades:

“Georgetown Pike should be
maintained within its existing
right-of-way. Center turn lanes and
deceleration and acceleration
lanes should be discouraged and
curb cuts should not be allowed
unless no other alternative exists.
Georgetown Pike is commonly ac-
knowledged to contain some traf-
fic hazards. However, it is gener-
ally acceptable in its present con-
dition to local residents. It has
been designated a Virginia Byway.
Major changes in alignment or
widening the road would damage
the scenic and historic character
and the historic integrity of the
Byway and have been strongly
opposed by residents of adjacent
areas. Planning efforts should fo-
cus on other means of dealing with
traffic volume in order to maintain
this Byway. As recently as this sum-

mer, additional language has been
added. Georgetown Pike has re-
ceived “Virginia Byway designa-
tion and eligibility for Virginia
Landmark Register and National
Register of Historic Places,” which
will be added into the 2009 up-
date of the Comprehensive Plan.

Great Falls is specifically
planned as a “Low Density Resi-
dential Area,” located primarily
north of Route 7, along the
Potomac River shoreline. Includ-
ing the areas around the Difficult
Run Stream Valley and watershed
in the eastern portion of the Up-
per Potomac Planning District, this
markedly lower level of develop-
ment is “due to the established low
density character, the ecological
significance, and environmental
sensitivity of these areas.” Plan-
ning objectives in this area are to
be limited so as to “have minimal
impact on stable residential areas,
village centers, and other centers
that serve villages or neighbor-
hoods.” In other words, we live in
an area that requires our protec-
tion, and we have whole-heartedly
bought into that role of protect-
ing the fragile pastoral environ-
ment and the historic character of
the roadway.

In summary, Georgetown Pike is
a county, state and national trea-
sure that warrants protection and
preservation.

FORECASTS VS POSSIBLE
SCENARIOS: As the VDOT rep-
resentative reported on several
occasions during the evening, the
computer model is reporting that
there is a problem at the Route 7-
Georgetown Pike intersection now
and it will only increase (by 53
percent) by 2030, so we are gear-
ing up to prepare for that future
traffic. What’s the problem with
this? It lacks strategic thinking and
scenario planning. What are some
of the intervening factors that
could possibly change the projec-
tion? The impact of the arrival of
the Metro on local traffic counts
in originating locations? Alterna-
tive means of transportation such
as bike, walk, bus, trolley, car shar-
ing, solar carriages, etc. begin to
dominate the landscape? Con-
structing an alternative route into
Loudoun County (a bridge some-
where else), taking the burden of
traffic away from GTP? The rise
in functionality of Route 7 as the
best route to get to Washington,
D.C. or Maryland, thanks to its
additional lanes? A dramatic
breakthrough in teleconferencing
that enables more robust
telecommuting? Local senior citi-
zens that prefer to live their lives
locally? A dramatic transition to
doing business locally, focusing on
local customers, creating local
jobs? Great Falls residents pur
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Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

“Quick, exceptional service. In 16 years you have never let us down.” – D.B., Herndon

“Extremely pleased with the new systems performance. Our home is more comfortable
than ever. I’ve referred you to several neighbors, one of whom has already had you replace

their system and are quite pleased as well. A real pleasure dealing with you.” –C.R., Ashburn

“It is very unusual for us to write a complimentary letter but the job your men did
more than justifies it. We shall continue to be customers of your firm as long as we

reside in the area. (Over 26 yrs already.)” – S.L., Herndon

From Page 8

Opinion

Town Status As a Solution?
chase Georgetown Pike, resulting
in local control and supervision of
traffic — maybe even a toll?
Georgetown Pike is closed to cut-
through traffic unless the traffic is
HOV? Great Falls becomes a “car-
free village?” Great Falls becomes
a town? Great Falls is traffic-free
from 3-5 p.m. and then has rush
hour traffic from 5-7 p.m. only?
Any of these intervening factors,
while just out-of-the-box ideas at
this time, could become plausible,
impacting, and potentially dramati-
cally altering the data spun out by
the VDOT computer models.

GETTING THE PLATFORM
RIGHT: We can be certain that
simply waiting for the next public
hearing will not make a single bit
of difference. Doing nothing will
get us more of the same. More dis-
regard. More indifference. More
people seeing Great Falls residents
as snobs who want to travel in
other people’s neighborhoods, but
don’t want anyone in theirs.

Things need to be changed now.
Some alternatives were discussed
at the meeting last week: March
on Richmond, work with our rep-

resentatives in Richmond, unite
under the umbrella of the GF Citi-
zens Association, etc. Since the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors supports this project and is
even funding a portion of it, we
are without local support, except
for Supervisor Foust, who is the
one voice that continues to speak
on our behalf. We appreciate his
efforts to work this issue and raise
its importance to all that will lis-
ten throughout the various levels
of government.

Perhaps it is time for some seri-
ous strategic thinking on our part.
What, exactly, is not working? And
what needs to change to obtain a
more viable role in determining
our destiny? Is this simply an is-
sue that needs some lobbying and
lawyers? Or is this a more pro-
found and fundamental principle
that we share that is being vio-
lated? Do we need a different
structure and chain of authority to
gain control of the outcomes go-
ing forward? Perhaps Great Falls
needs to give serious consideration
to becoming a town so that we can
sit at the table with all the parties
to such decisions from a level play-
ing field.
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Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

SATURDAY/DEC. 19
Yosi and the Super Dads: Rockin’

Hanukkah Concert. 2 p.m. at the
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Age 3 and up.
703-790-0123.

1-2-3 Imagine! with Elmo &
Friends. 10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. At
the George Mason University Patriot
Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
703-993-3000 or
www.patriotcenter.com.

It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio
Play. 8 p.m. at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. $15 adults, $13 seniors
and students. 703-790-9223 or
wwwmcleanplayers.org.

Model Train Display. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
at Colvin Run Historic Site, 10017
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. G-
gauge trains run through a miniature
western town in the Colvin Run Barn.
Free. 703-759-2771 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm.

Rocknoceros Holiday Show and
Sing-a-long at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 for everyone one and
older. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

The D.R.A.M.A Kings at 9:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Breakfast with Santa. 9:30 a.m. at
the McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. $10 per
person for McLean district residents,
$15 per person for all others. Age 2 or
younger are free. Advance registration
required, no walk-ins permitted.
www.mcleancenter.org or 703-790-
0123, TTY: 711.

Colvin Run Christmas Ball. 9-11:30
p.m. at the Colvin Run Schoolhouse,
10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Music by The Helmut Licht band. $12
dance, no lesson. 703-795-2003 or

www.colvinrun.org.
A Rockapella Holiday. 2 p.m. and 8

p.m. George Mason University
Concert Hall, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. $21-$42. Youth through
grade 12 half price. Pre-Performance
Discussion held 45 minutes prior to
the performance. 703-993-8794.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

SUNDAY/DEC. 20
1-2-3 Imagine! with Elmo &

Friends. 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. At the
George Mason University Patriot

THURSDAY/DEC. 24
Good for the Jews featuring Rob

Tannenbaum and David Fagin. 7
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $20. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY/DEC. 25
A Day to Play at the ‘J’. 11 a.m.-1

p.m. at the Jewish Community Center
of Northern Virginia, 8900 Little River
Turnpike, Fairfax. The Center opens
its doors to the community for a day
of play. www.jccnv.org.

SATURDAY/DEC. 26
Hotspur. 6 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227

Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 advance/
$13 day of show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

SUNDAY/DEC. 27
Dana Wells CD Release and Dream

Dirt (Justin and Mark from
Jonasay). 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

MONDAY/DEC. 28
Bliss FM and DJ M.A.F. 8 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/DEC. 29
Harlem Globetrotters. 7 p.m. at the

George Mason University Patriot
Center. Tickets are $22-$26.50,
available through all Ticketmaster
outlets including the venue box
offices, online at
www.ticketmaster.com and via
Phonecharge at 703-573-SEAT.
www.patriotcenter.com.

Colvin Run Community Center
Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Poor Man’s Lobster and The Arctic
Groove. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 30
Line Dancing Classes for Active

Seniors. 11 a.m. at the Vinson
Dominion Hall, 6251 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Join a new community
program designed for age 55 and
over. Free. Wear low heels and
comfortable shoes. Registration
required. 703-442-9075, TTY 711.

THURSDAY DEC. 31
New Year’s Eve Capital Hospice

Benefit. 8:30 p.m. at The Waterford,
6715 Commerce St., Springfield.
Food, open bar, live entertainment
and a silent auction. $110 per person.
All proceeds benefit nonprofit Capital
Hospice. Reserve at 703-531-6209 or
www.capitalhospice.org.

Robbie-noceros New Years Eve
Party for Kids. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $12 for everyone over one
and older. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

New Year’s Eve Party with Shane
Hines, The Blackjacks, Crash
Boom Bang and Billy Woodward

Center, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
703-993-3000 or
www.patriotcenter.com.

Folk Music. 1-2:30 p.m. at the Freeman
Store and Museum, 131 Church St.,
N.E., Vienna. The exhibit “Vienna
Remembers World War II” is also
featured. 703-938-5187.

Model Train Display. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
at Colvin Run Historic Site, 10017
Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. G-
gauge trains run through a miniature
town. Free. 703-759-2771 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/crm.

Live Nativity. 4-7 p.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 1205 Dolly
Madison Blvd, McLean. Live animals,
hot cider, caroling, cookies and more.

Eric Hutchinson. 9 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $25. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

McLean Symphony in Concert:
Deck the Halls. 3 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. at the Alden Theater, McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Piano soloists, the
Symphony Festival Singers and the
McLean Symphony under the
direction of Dingwall Fleary. Adults
$25, seniors $20, age 18 and under
$12. Tickets available at the Alden
box office, 703-790-9223, or
TicketMaster, 703-573-7328.
222.mclean-symphony/org.

MONDAY DEC. 21
Open Mic Showcase hosted by Ron

Goad. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $2. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

Time for Twos. 10:30 a.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Stories, music, fingerplays and
activities. Age 24-35 months with
adult. 703-757-8560.

TUESDAY/DEC. 22
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

Todd Wright. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/DEC. 23
Line Dancing Classes for Active

Seniors. 11 a.m. at the Vinson
Dominion Hall, 6251 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Join a new community
program designed for age 55 and
over. Free. Wear low heels and
comfortable shoes. Registration
required. 703-442-9075, TTY 711.

Todd Wright. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $15. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

See Calendar,  Page 13
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Jo Fleming stands with painting entitled ‘Pollen Count’
to be shown at Unitarian Universalist Church of Reston,
Jan. 3-Feb. 7.
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Every year since its inception
40 years ago, the Vienna Arts
Society (VAS) has featured the
best of regional artists in a juried
“Treasury of Art Show.” To cel-
ebrate its 40th anniversary this
year, VAS threw a three-day gala
at the Vienna Community Cen-
ter at which the exhibits were
augmented by music and hors
d’oeuvres.

First place award at the show
went to Betty Ganley of Great
Falls for her “The Tented Lady”
painting. A sailboat sits at low
tide docked at a wharf in Maine,
images reflected on the water.

Vienna artist Jean Johnston
was voted Artist of the Year by
the Treasury of Art committee
and the executive committee of
VAS.

— Donna Manz

Great Falls Artist Jo Fleming
presents a solo exhibition of ab-
stract paintings reflecting the
renewal of life at Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Reston, Jan.
3-Feb. 7.

Looking closely at the sea-
sonal rhythms of the landscape
— birth, growth, decline fol-
lowed by rebirth — the artworks
included in the January exhibi-
tion at UUCR portray nature’s
ongoing visual demonstration of
hope and renewal.

Fleming has found inspiration
in the landscape. The random
pattern and robust chaotic abun-
dance of weeds and woodland
has been, for this artist, a more
captivating subject than her own
attempts at a cultivated garden.

Jo Fleming To
Exhibit in Reston

Hungry white-tailed deer have pro-
vided a constant reminder of the
need to surrender control and en-
joy the beauty of the natural wild
places surrounding her home.

Unitarian Universalist Church

Reston, 1625 Wiehle Ave. Open-
ing Reception: Sunday, Jan 3,
12:30-3 p.m. Free and open to the
public. For more information and
to view a portfolio of Fleming’s
work visit www.jofleming.com.

Betty Ganley
Wins Vienna
Arts Society
Award

Betty Ganley of Great Falls won first place for ‘The Tented
Lady.’ Her mother. Margaret Kenney, holds her award.
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By Christy Steele

The Connection

J
anuary 2010 will mark
the opening of a new
dance studio in McLean.

Just Flamenco will offer begin-
ner flamenco classes for adults
and will be run by Lee Schneider
from the dance studio in her
home in McLean. Schneider was
born in South Africa and began
dancing when she was 5. She
started studying flamenco in her
early teens. After moving to the
United States, she began teach-
ing flamenco with a dance com-
pany in Houston, Texas. After
moving to Virginia in 2003, she
began teaching for Joy of Mo-
tion, and occasionally substitute
taught classes at Furia
Flamenca.

After teaching three semesters
of flamenco at the McLean Com-
munity Center, Schneider de-
cided it was time to build her
own studio. She had a sprung
dance floor and a floor-to-ceil-
ing mirror installed in the larg-
est room in her basement, and
has been preparing since then
to open her business.

Schneider’s daughter, Ashley,
has also been a dancer since she
was very young and has occa-
sionally assisted her mother
during large classes by giving
individual attention to students.

“[Schneider] is a very good
teacher because she breaks it
down into the elements and one
element gets built upon

another,” said Jeanne Faubell,
one of Schneider’s students at
the McLean Community Center.
“Then she will gradually work
them together one at a time so
you’re not overwhelmed. So
even if you have never danced
before, it is something that you
feel you can do without getting
unduly frustrated. And it’s fun.
We just laughed so much. I just
felt such a joy when we left. I
felt invigorated.”

“I love teaching new students
like Jeanne who didn’t know
anything about flamenco be-
fore,” said Schneider. “I teach
them the basics and I love see-
ing their progress over 10 weeks
from having no knowledge of
the dance form to being compe-
tent dancers.”

Classes will be scheduled on
weekdays and Saturdays, and a
Web site will be up shortly. In
the meantime, contact Lee
Schneider via email or phone at
leesflamenco@gmail.com or
703-790-3354 to enroll for up-
coming classes.

Ashley Schneider, Jeanne Faubell and Lee Schneider
strike a pose from the flamenco style of dance.

P
h
o

t
o

 
b
y
 
C

h
r
i
s
t
y
 
S
t
e
e
l
e
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

Lee Schneider
launches her own
dance studio.

Just Flamenco To
Open in McLean
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State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

HIGHEST
QUALITY!
LOWEST
PRICE!

46950 Community Plaza, # 11, under Clock Tower; Sterling, VA 20164
 703-433-0909 or 703-623-6482 • Mon.–Sat.: 10 AM to 7 PM • Sun.: 11 AM to 6 PM

PRIME TIME RUGS

Don’tMiss!Imported Rugs 5’x8’ from $89
8’x10’ from $189
5’x5’ Round from $69
Runners & Other Sizes Available

HIGHEST

QUALITY!

LOWEST

PRICE!

END-OF-YEAR SALE!END-OF-YEAR SALE!

News

N
e ighbors  In terna
tional Foundation, a
Great  Fa l l s -based

nonprofit organization, is seek-
ing financial donations to fund
care packages for troops sta-
tioned overseas.

The foundation, established in
2004, has sent care packages, Girl
Scout Cookies, Halloween candy
and basic food items to military
personnel in Afghanistan and Iraq
for the last five years. This holi-
day season, the organization has

received enough donations of care
package items such as protein
bars, coffee, batteries and snacks
to be able to fill more than 150
boxes.

Following President Obama’s
announcement of additional

G
reat Falls resident and
Wish List Project founder
Ginger Mahon estimated

that this year’s drop-off at her
home on Saturday, Dec. 12 netted
at least $15,000 worth of gifts for
four area shelters, as well as teens
in foster care and McLean-based
charity Share Inc.

Participants also donated a to-
tal of $3,445 in gift cards and

Ginger Mahon poses
with just a few of the
gifts donated to the
needy through her
Wish List Project.

More Than 300
Served by Wish List
This year’s Wish List Project nets
thousands of dollars worth of gifts.

Postage Donations Get Packages to Troops
Neighbors International seeks help in shipping 150 care packages to soldiers in Middle East.

troops deployed to Afghanistan,
the foundation is trying to increase
its total number of packages sent.
Donations from the community to
cover postage ensure that these
packages reach the soldiers in a
timely fashion.

Donations of any size are ac-
cepted, either by mail, in person
or by donating online at
www.nifoundation.org. Neighbors
International Foundation is lo-
cated at 1146-D Walker Road,
Great Falls, VA 22066.

gave $1,655 worth of checks to
the Wounded Warrior Project.
Each organization received an
envelope with $325 or more in
assorted gift cards to use as
needed.

Around 115 donors brought the
holiday spirit to more than 300
individuals in need, many of which
will receive multiple gifts, Mahon
said.

Photo by

Mike DiCicco/

The Connection
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

b
b

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

b
b

b

b
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Calendar

and the Senders. 7 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
$30. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 8 p.m. at 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. $25 adults, $15 students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

Colvin Run Citizens Assoc. New
Year’s Eve Dinner Dance. 7:30
p.m. at the Colvin Run Schoolhouse,
10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Dancing to The Family Band,
including traditional ballroom and
latin. $75 through Dec. 15, $85
afterwards. For reservations contact
Ed Cottrell, 703-435-5620 or
edcottrell@macp.org.

SATURDAY JAN. 2
The Independent CD Release and

The OK Corral. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10
advance/ $13 day of show. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

Frank Barnako Photography
Exhibit Opening. At the Great
Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. The show will continue
through March. 703-229-9111.

SUNDAY JAN. 3
Autism Awareness Matinee with

The Kindness Of Strangers,
Youth In Asia and Public
Saxophone. 2 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $8. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

The Prisoner of Zenda. 2 p.m. and 7
p.m. at 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill
Road, Tysons Corner. $25 adults, $15
students. $25 adults, $15 students.
www.1stStageSpringHill.org/zenda.

Luke Mitchem. 7 p.m. at Jammin
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna , VA
$10 in advance, $13 at the door.
www.myspace.com/lukemitchem or
www.jamminjava.com.

MONDAY JAN. 4
Open Mic Showcase hosted by

Ron Goad. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $2. 703-
255-1566 or jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/JAN. 5
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 6
Flight from Extinction: Helping

Whooping Cranes Survive. 7
p.m. at U.S. Geological Survey,
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston.
Dr. John French on the journey of
survival that begins before whooping
crane chicks are even hatched,
ending with flight behind an
ultralight plane along the migratory
route. Federal facility, photo Id
required. www.usgs.gov/
public_lecture_series

THURSDAY JAN. 7
Asylum Street Spankers. 8 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $17. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

FRIDAY JAN. 8
An Evening with SGGL. 8 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $25. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.
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Sports

McLean Boys Determined
To Make District Noise

McLean coach Kevin Roller said the Highlanders always
look forward to their early season meeting against local
rival Langley.

Bouchard,
Fitzgerald give
basketball team a
solid foundation.

By Rich Sanders

the Connection

T
he first watershed mo-
ment every year for the
McLean High boys’
basketball team is its

pre-Christmas game against local
rival Langley. Highlander players
and fans always look forward to the
Liberty District matchup against the
Saxons. Whether the contest is
played at McLean or at Langley, the
gymnasium is filled to capacity and
the energy level is sky high.

The two teams were scheduled to
meet on Friday night, Dec. 18 at Lan-
gley as part of a girls’-boys’, double-
header evening of basketball. The
girls’ game was to be played first,
followed by the boys’ contest.

“In the beginning of the season,
that’s what the kids can really
point to on the schedule,” said
McLean boys’ head coach Kevin
Roller, of his team’s first of two
regular season meetings against
the locals from Great Falls. “That’s
sort of a great way to end the first
month of the season.”

The coach said he has talked to
his team during practices about
how to best handle the high deci-
bel crowd noise when his team
takes the floor against Langley. It
is often difficult for players on both
teams to hear and talk with their
own teammates because of the
loud cheers or jeers.

“We’ve already talked to them
about how we’re going to commu-
nicate with 1,800 [people in the
stands] screaming,” said Roller,
who said Langley coach Travis
Hess always has the Saxons ready
to play at a high level of basket-
ball. “It’s a game I really look for-
ward to as a coach.”

Last season in the first pre-New
Year’s game between the McLean
and Langley boys, the visiting Sax-
ons defeated McLean in a thrill-
ing, double-overtime affair, 50-47.

“When you play McLean, it’s
going to be a great game every
single time,” said Hess, the Lan-
gley coach who led the Saxons to
their second consecutive district
title last year. “Kevin [Roller] does

a great job changing defenses and
their offense is very good. It will
be a close game. Anything can hap-
pen when McLean-Langley play.”

THIS YEAR’S MCLEAN team is
one of the physically smaller and
less experienced squads in the dis-
trict. Just two players — senior
forwards Phil Bouchard (6-foot 3-
inches) and Sean Fitzgerald (6-1)
— received quality playing time
last winter. The two are the High-
landers’ top players this season.

“We only returned two players
who had significant playing time
[last year],” said Roller. “Both of
them are playing well.”

Going into its Dec. 18 game
against Langley, McLean stood at
2-2 with the wins coming over
Battlefield High (Haymarket) of
the Northwest Region and North-
ern Region opponent Falls Church.
The losses have come to Northern
Region foes Westfield and
Yorktown.

The games against Battlefield
and Westfield were part of the Lan-
gley Tip-Off Tournament, the Sax-
ons’ early season, four-team round
robin tourney.

Bouchard scored 20 points with
nine rebounds, along with two
blocked shots and five steals, in the
win over Battlefield, and he tallied
12 points and eight boards in
McLean’s victory over non-district
opponent Falls Church. Against
Westfield, the Highlander standout
had 12 points and five rebounds.

“He combines height, speed and
strength and is probably the best
athlete we have,” said Roller, of
Bouchard. “He put a lot of time
[into the game] this summer.”

Bouchard usually matches up

against bigger opponents at his for-
ward position. Defensively, he more
than holds his own against talented
frontcourt players. On offense, he
utilizes his quickness to drive past
defenders. He also has developed
a better outside shot.

Fitzgerald, meanwhile, is an-
other solid, go-to player for
McLean. He is a good all-around
basketball player, but his best sport
is baseball. Fitzgerald recently
earned a scholarship to play base-
ball at Notre Dame.

“He’s a big-time athlete and a
big-time baseball player,” said
Roller, of Fitzgerald. “He’s been a
steady influence for us.”

Two sophomores have handled
the point guard duties for the High-
landers over the first part of the
season — Gordon Rogo, a varsity
back-up player last year, and Sango
Amolo, who ran the McLean JV
team’s offense last winter.

“We have two point-guards in
the rotation and they are both
maturing,” said the coach.

Amolo scored nine points in the
loss to Yorktown, while Rogo con-
tributed six.

Roller said his team has had both
good and bad stretches of play.

“We’ve had some very good
flashes in our first four games, and
at other times our lack of varsity
experience has shown up,” he said.
“We need to consistently play 32
minutes of varsity basketball,
which should happen when guys
[better] learn their roles.”

McLean will participate in the
Wooton High Holiday Tournament
after Christmas. The Highlanders
will meet Rockville High in their
first tournament game on Dec. 29.

Local Wrestlers’
Classic Success
Early season wrestling event
officially kicks off new season.

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

T
he Northern Region Classic Wrestling Tournament took
place  Dec. 11-12 at Westfield High School. The annual,
early season showcase event brings together top teams

from the Northern Region and other areas of the state.
This year’s team champion was host school Westfield (302

points), which finished well ahead of second place finisher Fairfax
High (162). Rounding out the top five were third place
Woodbridge (153), fourth place Annandale (143) and fifth place
Potomac Falls of Sterling (142). In all, 32 teams competed at the
two-day mat bonanza.

Local teams to finish well included seventh place Marshall High
(126.5), ninth place Herndon (97.5), 15th place South Lakes
(81.5) and 16th place Madison (80). McLean High finished 22nd
overall and Oakton was 29th.

From Marshall, Andrew Embree captured the championship in
the 215-weight class. He was a finals winner by second round
pin over South Lakes’ Reed Dismuke. Also for the Statesmen,
Mark Bergenholtz (189) earned a third place finish, heavyweight
Matt Crawford took fifth place, Connor Driscoll (103) finished
seventh and Daniel Picado (145) was eighth.

Herndon High had several place finishers, including two Hor-
net wrestlers who gained second place medals in Matt Olem (135)
and Josh Pike (125). Also for the Hornets, Gabe Pike (103) gar-
nered fifth place, Justin Magerer (145) was seventh and Ramon
Reyes (112) finished eighth.

From South Lakes, Reed Dismuke was second in the 215-weight
class. Also for the Seahawks, Ryan Forrest (135) earned a third
place medal while Alex Stanley (189) took sixth place.

For the Madison Warhawks, Albert Schultz (119) earned third
place honors, while teammate Robert Dooley (112) battled for a
fourth place standing. Daniel Feldman (103) finished sixth, Alex
McSween (130) was seventh and Andrew Reinhard (heavyweight)
was eighth.

From McLean, Marvin Garcia (130) and Andy Chung (119)
both took sixth place in their respective weight divisions, while
Highlander wrestlers Billy Dvorkin (189) and Ethan Arkin (135)
both finished eighth.

Oakton’s Wade Kostkan (152) took seventh place.

Oakton High Girls Win First Five Games
Caroline Coyer (5) and the Oakton High Cougars,
shown here at last year’s state AAA girls’ basketball
tournament, won their first five games of the new
season, including a 69-30 home win over Jefferson
on Dec. 15. Coyer, a standout sophomore point
guard, scored 17 points in the win. The Cougars’
leading scorer in the game was Zora Stephenson,
who scored 20 points.
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Spiro Souliotis
703-481-8210

Souliotis Insurance Agency Inc.
Herndon
Souliotis@allstate.com

Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

DON’T HOPE SO. KNOW SO.
Call me for a fast, free Good Hands® Coverage
Checkup. I can help you make sure you get the
right coverage at the best possible price. Why
wait? Call me today.

Proud to Serve our Communities…

www.connectionnewspapers.com
703•778•9410

Serving
Washington’s
Premier Suburban
Communities

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Communities

Readers:
•In home-

delivered
circulation

•In readership

•In award-
winning
local news

number1number

Advertisers:
•Targeted Circulation
•High Readership
in Prime Markets

•Cost-Effective Results
•Outstanding Results
for Planned Advertising
Campaigns

•Coverage
•Support
•Sponsorship
•Partnership
•Leadership

Community:

Home Sales

Copyright 2009 Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
For more information on MRIS, visit www.mris.com.

To search for a home online, visit www.HomesDatabase.com.

Address ................................ BR FB HB . Postal City .. Sold Price .. Type ...... Lot AC ........................... Subdivision
644 DEERFIELD FARM CT ............ 5 ... 5 ... 3 ...GREAT FALLS .. $2,600,000 ... Detached .... 1.72 ......................... DEERFIELD FARM
1216 COLVIN MEADOWS LN........ 6 ... 5 ... 2 ...GREAT FALLS .. $1,350,000 ... Detached .... 0.83 ......... COLVIN MEADOW ESTATES
870 FORESTVILLE MEADOWS DR ... 6 ... 5 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS .. $1,271,000 ... Detached .... 0.83 ............ FORESTVILLE MEADOWS
503 ARNON LAKE DR ................... 4 ... 5 ... 0 ...GREAT FALLS .. $1,156,200 ... Detached .... 2.00 ................................ ARNON LAKE
11509 SAUNDERS HAVEN CT ...... 6 ... 4 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS .. $1,055,000 ... Detached .... 0.85 ....................... SAUNDERS HAVEN
504 SENECA KNOLL CT ................ 6 ... 5 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS .. $1,000,000 ... Detached .... 1.80 ............................ SENECA KNOLL
531 NALLS DAIRY CT ................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS ..... $975,000 ... Detached .... 2.11 ... THE RIDINGS OF GREAT FALLS
422 RIVER BEND RD .................... 4 ... 3 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS ..... $950,000 ... Detached .... 1.02 ........................ TIMBERLAKE RUN
409 OLE DIRT RD ......................... 5 ... 4 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS ..... $930,000 ... Detached .... 5.00 .........................BEACH MILL HILL
904 CANTLE LN ............................ 4 ... 2 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS ..... $712,000 ... Detached .... 0.46 ................... LEXINGTON ESTATES
10421 SHESUE ST ........................ 5 ... 3 ... 0 ...GREAT FALLS ..... $612,000 ... Detached .... 0.54 ................... LEXINGTON ESTATES
30105 MERCHANT CT .................. 4 ... 3 ... 1 ...GREAT FALLS ..... $400,000 ... Detached .... 0.27 .................. GREAT FALLS FOREST

November 2009

$2,600,000 ~ $400,000

From Page 3

because of their facilities irks Jimmy Cirrito, the
owner of Jimmy’s in Herndon. He is concerned he
will lose business to other local bars that can offer a
lounge or a nice outdoor patio to smokers.

“My situation is unfair because I don’t have a con-
venient way to let people smoke. Carpool has a pa-
tio. Ned Devine’s has a patio,” said Cirrito, whose
restaurant has very little outdoor space.

The owner, who does not smoke, was opposed to
the new smoking regulations in general, he said. But
given a choice, he might have pre-
ferred something closer to the
stricter bans in Maryland or D.C.
over the more lax regulations in
Virginia.

If the ban was more universal,
and no separately ventilated smok-
ing rooms were allowed in general, bars
like his would not be at a disadvantage
when it came to smoking customers, he said.

CIRRITO was not the only one to worry about
what his competitors were doing in response to the
smoking ban.

Tyler Hudgins, a bartender at the Clyde’s Tysons
Corner location, said she was put more at ease when
she heard other restaurants in the area like hers–
including J. Gilbert’s in McLean and the nearby
Morton’s location – were not moving ahead with
plans to add smoking rooms. Had that happened,
she might have lost some of her “scotch and cigar”
patrons to those places.

“It is universal so it is not like we are going to lose
business,” she said.

Still, Clyde’s and Chics ‘n Wings are some of the only
Tysons bars open until 1:30 a.m. regularly and Hudgins
said it was possible that some patrons would chose to
go to the latter because of the indoor smoking.

In general, the bartender and McLean resident said
she was pleased that Clyde’s was going smoke free.

“I don’t like when it becomes smoky in here, even
though I smoke when I go out drinking. … And it
will be nice not to get bronchitis this year,” she said.

AMERICAN LEGION POSTS, Veterans of Foreign
Wars locations and country clubs, as private clubs,
are exempt from the new rules.

In fact, Hearns planned to start patronizing his
local American Legion hall bar when Jimmy’s

officially went smoke free at the beginning
of the month.

“If I am allowed to smoke in the
[American Legion] bars, I will go

there. But I will not come back to
Jimmy’s. I will never come back to
this bar again, which is sad because

this is a great bar,” said Hearns.
Still, smokers may not be safe at

the American Legion for long. A group
of members at Post 180 in Vienna have

already started a campaign to get their bar to
comply with state regulations.

Even though it doesn’t have to, the Vienna Post
decided to go smoke-free at the main bar and only
allow cigarettes in a smaller game room as of Dec. 1.

“Some of our older members are very anti-smok-
ing. This smoking ban, they saw it as a opportunity
to push no smoking here,” said Rick Hodgens, who
sat with a pack of menthol cigarettes and an ashtray
at the American Legion’s bar Dec. 1.

Smoking Ban Expands

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

St. Francis Episcopal Church,
9220 Georgetown Pike in Great Falls,
will have several holiday season ser-
vices. From Dec. 20-March 28, Sunday
services will be at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
The adult forum and Sunday School will
be at 9 a.m. Contact 703-759-2082 or
www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org.

❖ Sunday/Dec. 20. 10 a.m. Sunday
School Christmas Pageant during the
10:00 a.m. Sunday service. Following
the pageant, crafts from the Holy Land
will be available for sale.

❖ Sunday/Dec. 20. 5 p.m. Zion Rise!
Words and Music for a Winter’s Night.
Celebrating Advent, Christmas, and the
Winter Solstice. Free and open to the
public.

❖ Thursday/Dec. 24. 3:30 p.m. and 5
p.m. Abbreviated Eucharists with carols
and a brief homily, suitable for children.

❖ Thursday/Dec. 24. 8 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve service with the St. Francis
adult choir.

❖ Thursday/Dec. 24. 11 p.m. Mid-
night Mass of the Nativity with the St.
Francis adult choir and a professional
string quartet.

❖ Friday/Dec. 25. 11 a.m. Worship
service with Eucharist and carols.

❖ Sunday/Dec. 27. 10 a.m.
Christmastide baptism with carols.

❖ Wednesday/Jan. 6, 7:30 p.m. Les-
sons and Carols service.

Great Falls United Methodist
Church, 10100 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls, is hosting a Live Nativity on
Sunday, Dec. 20 at 5 p.m.  There are
three acts that will begin every 20 min-
utes. 703-759-5949.

St. John’s Episcopal Church at
6715 Georgetown Pike, McLean, will
hold Christmas worship services. Con-
tact 703-356-4902 or
www.stjohnsmclean.org.

❖ Sunday, Dec. 20. 9 a.m. and 11:15
a.m. Lessons will be read by parishio-
ners and seasonal anthems sung by the
choirs.

❖ Thursday, Dec. 24. Christmas Eve
Holy Eucharist at 4 p.m., following
Christmas music at 3:30, for families
with young children. At 7 p.m. a tradi-
tional service of Holy Eucharist includes
carols led by the St. John’s Quartet. At
10 p.m., Holy Eucharist follows Christ-
mas music at 9:30 p.m. The Senior
Choir with organ and woodwind accom-
paniment will lead the congregation in
singing carols.

❖ Friday, Dec. 25. 10 a.m. Christmas
morning Holy Eucharist.

Faith
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News

A
fter McLean resident Sherry Matini’s
son and daughter finished college,
they decided they wanted to stay in

their family’s restaurant business. So, while
the Matinis still own their Sweet Stuff carry-
out restaurant at Old Dominion Drive and
Spring Hill Road, they relinquished the
restaurant’s operations and, earlier this year,
opened Sweetleaf at the old Moorenko’s
location in downtown McLean.

“The difference in the menu is just the
way the food is prepared,” said Matini’s son,
Andre, noting that salads are now made to
order, rather than prepackaged, and sand-
wiches are available hot. This was his idea,
and he summed up the sandwich and salad
concept on the staff’s T-shirts: “Guys like it
hot, girls like it fresh.”

MINOR DIFFERENCES include the ad-
dition of cupcakes to the menu and a change
in yogurt flavor. “You can get anything you
want, healthy or unhealthy,” Andre Matini
said.

The restaurant opened in early June.
Primarily a lunchtime establishment,

Sweetleaf’s menu also includes soups, fro-
zen yogurt, smoothies, pastries, a variety
of coffees and 15 flavors of ice cream. The
food is made fresh from scratch each day
and the produce comes from local growers.

The family also embraced a “green” con-
cept for the new restaurant, springing a little

extra for wind power and recycling dili-
gently. The cups and flatware, however
don’t need to be recycled. They’re made
from corn and are biodegradable.
“Everybody’s trying to be a little more en-
vironmentally friendly, but we didn’t want
it to cost too much to operate,” Andre Matini
said, noting that the family had not wanted
to make the operation so “overly green” as
to drive up prices.

“We wanted to stay in the neighborhood
because my mom knows a lot of people
here,” he said, adding that he knew about
half the new restaurant’s customers from
Sweet Stuff. To support the community,
Sweetleaf entertains the chorus from neigh-
boring McLean Baptist Church on the
church’s chorus nights, and students get free
wireless access between 3-6 p.m. during the
week. And if they’re studying, they get free
coffee. “We had a couple of kids bring it up
and we thought it would be a great idea,”
Andre Matini said.

His sister, Arita, took care of the interior
design for the new eatery, which uses earth
tones and lets interior beams and ducts re-
main exposed. Seating, indoor and outdoor,
consists of tables with chairs or benches.
There are no booths. She said she wanted
to create a homey, country feel.

MCLEAN RESIDENT Sarah Richmond
Reid said she had been familiar with Sweet

Stuff but had become a regular at Sweetleaf
since it opened. “I’m so ecstatic that we fi-
nally have a restaurant that has healthy food
and is delicious,” she said, adding that her
favorite dishes were the yogurt — loaded
with raspberries — and the chicken pesto
sandwich. She said the restaurant’s location,
reasonable prices, attitude toward the en-
vironment and friendly, personal atmo-
sphere made it a favorite for her and her
family. She noted that the owners even
knew her dog by name.

“Rarely a day goes by that one of my fam-
ily members is not going to Sweetleaf, and
usually, it’s me,” Reid said.

— Mike DiCicco

McLean residents and Sweet Stuff
owners Sherry, Andre and Arita
Matini recently opened the
Sweetleaf eatery in downtown
McLean.

Updated, But Still Sweet
Sweet Stuff owners open Sweetleaf downtown,
emphasizing ‘green’ and fresh.
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By Catherine Paschal

The Connection

S
tudents at Brooksfield School had
reason to dance Monday morning,
Dec. 14, and it wasn’t Miley Cyrus
that got them moving, but snippets

of a Tibetan Opera performed by a native
musician who paid a visit to the McLean
school.

The school’s Anthropology Express Pro-
gram, with its focus on Tibet this year,
hosted guests Tencho Gyatso, special assis-
tant for advocacy for the International Cam-
paign for Tibet, and Tibetan musician
Karma Gyaltsen.

Bringing Tibet’s culture, architecture and
people to life through photographs, Gyatso
related the attachment nomads feel for their
colorfully adorned yaks and explained that,
although a herd might consist of 50 to 60 of
the animals, nomads know them all by name
and can tell instantly if one is missing.

The conversation also turned to the Chi-
nese invasion and the origins of the con-
flict that drove Tibetans into exile, with
Gyatso noting that her people were unpre-
pared for the unprovoked attack of their

Professional musician Karma
Gyaltsen demonstrated instru-
ments native to Tibet and ex-
plained the musical and dance
customs of his country.

Tibetan History and Music
Come to Brooksfield School

country 60 years ago.
“You can’t fight with stones against guns,”

she said.
Today,130,000 Tibetans are living in ex-

ile worldwide with between 7,000 and
8,000 living in the United States and a small
community of approximately 200 in North-
ern Virginia. Brooksfield students learned
that Tibetan children in the U.S. attend
schools that teach them the language and
culture of their native country.

Professional musician Karma Gyaltsen
had the students and staff on their feet and
dancing as he demonstrated instruments
native to Tibet and explained the musical
and dance customs of his country. He per-
formed a fraction of an eight-hour-long Ti-
betan opera noting that such performances
in Tibet are interactive and interwoven with
symbols of the culture.

Brooksfield’s Upper School students then
performed for their guests, led by Perform-
ing Arts Specialist Sandra Kammann.
Kammann decided to make Tibet the focus
of this year’s Anthropology Express Program
after partaking in an international delega-
tion of women who visited India and Nepal
to work with the Tibetan Buddhist commu-

nity-in-exile.
“Students are exploring traditional no-

madic life among yak herders and the twin
challenges of a desolate landscape and
harsh weather conditions,” Kammann said.

“Through stories, geographical maps and
group discussions, students have come to
understand the movement of many Tibet-
ans across the borders into India and
Nepal.” The class will culminate with a per-
formance this May at Brooksfield.
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EmploymentEmployment

CHESS TEACHERS

PT Independent Contractor Chess Teachers 
Needed for Elementary Schools! Teaching 
and chess playing experience are required as 
is the reliability to work 1-4 days a week in 
after-school chess programs in Fairfax and 
Loudoun counties, January - June. Pay is $25 
per hr. + mileage. Paid training and all teach-
ing supplies are provided. Serious inquiries 
only, you must have reliable transportation.
Please email resume with relevant experience 
to peter@snowschessacademy.com or mail 
hard copy to Snow's Chess Academy, P.O. 
Box 489, Herndon, VA 20172

CHURCH SECRETARY
Providence Baptist Church, McLean is look-
ing for an experienced church secretary.
Microsoft Office Suite exp. necessary with 
knowledge of Microsoft Publisher & Power 
Point a must. Light bookkeeping duties  and 
organizational  skills   necessary  as  well  as 
desire to serve in a Christian environment.
Salary $34K plus benefits. Office hours are 
Monday-Friday from 9:30 – 4:30. Interested 
candidates should submit resume to Sheila 
Farthing at sfarthing@providencetoday.org
or fax to 703.893.0950.

INSIDE SALES
1 position available for inside sales. 
Wed-Sun, Commission, &  advance-

ment to management possible. 
703-817-0220 ext.115  Ask for Jon

MED-FIRST URGENT CARE

Needs (1) Full-time or Part-time office 
Manager (prefer experience and medical 

background).  (2) Part-time Medical 
Assistant/Medical Receptionist.  

Please fax resumes to:  703-503-1154 
or Call: 703-503-1112

Medical Office Insurance Clerk

Immediate FT opening in busy pediatric 
office in Fairfax, M-F, 9-5. Please call 

703-691-7992 or fax resume
703-691-4791.  

Seeking Professionals
Looking for energetic, self motivated and 

professional individuals with 1 year 
phone experience. Call 703-817-0220 

ext.127

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

GUTTER GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

.................................................

EXPERT
TREE REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

BATHROOM REMODELING
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

To be thankful. Let’s be realistic; I’m a
stage IV lung cancer patient/survivor, eight
months into a treatment protocol with a life
expectancy initially projected out to
between 13 months and two years, so jolly
isn’t really in the discussion – or in my
vocabulary any more. Still, I’m not com-
plaining, just providing a little context for
the rest of this column.

It’s post-Thanksgiving Sunday and now
that the food and festivities are mostly fin-
ished (and work looms tomorrow, Monday,
for many), reality has once again reared its
ugly head. Life goes on (for me, Thank
God!) but to not be thankful every day for
the “above average”/relative good medical
fortune I’ve experienced (since receiving my
quite unexpected diagnosis last March)
would be disrespectful to those very Gods
who likely control my fate.

Whatever mental exercises in futility I
employ to defeat these death-defying can-
cer demons, I do so without their expressed
written consent. It is a battle royal every day
(more so the nights) and no doubt it will be
a battle to the end, or at least that’s my
intention. And one of my unique weapons
in this war against attrition is my attitude.
Inherited from my parents, I guess, pro-
grammed somehow into my DNA, I can
fight this fight with positive – and realistic
optimism, good humor and good sense. But
“jolly” I can no longer be, regardless of the
season. Thankful though, at every opportu-
nity, I can and will be this holiday season.

And not that I think this “holiday season”
will be my last. Hardly. But as a cancer
patient, one of the attitudes you are encour-
aged to embrace is “today.” I can still
remember Team Lourie’s first meeting with
my oncologist (how can I forget?) when,
after listening to the doctor’s read-
ing/reviewing of all my medical
reports/scans and biopsy, ending in the diag-
nosis with which many of you regular read-
ers are intimately familiar, I replied, “Wow,
it doesn’t sound like I should be working
any more;” to which the doctor added,
“And you might want to consider taking that
vacation you’ve always wanted to.”
(“WHAT!?,” in my head.) From that
moment (the beginning, if you will), it was
communicated to me/us (my wife, my
brother and me) that tomorrow (the future)
has now left the building. At that point, the
word “jolly” also left and went right out of
my brain for evermore.

But it’s eight months later, almost nine in
fact, much has transpired in my treatment. I
have “tolerated” (a semi medical term com-
monly used, in my experience, anyway, to
describe the body’s reaction to whatever
the doctor/medication is doing to it)
extremely, maybe even exceptionally well,
all that my oncologist has “protocoled.”
What happens next? What scenario might
play out? It depends on everything that it is
dependent upon. Meaning, death and taxes
– as they say, are all that’s guaranteed, as
opposed to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. One is a declaration, the other is
a decree, almost.

Every day presents new challenges, men-
tally and physically. My attitude remains
good, great even. “Jolly” it will never be,
though. Thankful, it most certainly is.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

’Tis the
Season…
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com
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From Page 4

News

position because it has to do something.
… But people are asking questions that I
think are reasonable,” said Kimberly Sisco,
a Great Falls resident and volunteer with
the local Wildlife Rescue League.

The rescue league receives 5,000 calls for
help with animals in Fairfax County per
year. Since Sisco handles most of the cases
that involve deer, she is well aware of what
types of conflict the animals find themselves
in with humans.

“I go out if someone has a deer with an
arrow in it on their property, if a deer hit
their car, if a deer is eating their flowers,”
said Sisco in a phone interview.

The Great Falls resident said there are
several non-lethal strategies that Fairfax
County could use to try and minimize deer
management problems.

They could plant flowers and other veg-
etation that deer enjoy in areas away from
roadways, which would minimize car acci-
dents. There have also been experiments
with deer birth control that could help con-
trol the population, said Sisco.

“I think the optimum situation would be
to revisit the deer management plan. There
are a tremendous amount of non-lethal
methods,” she said.

Still, in its annual report, Fairfax’s envi-
ronmental council dismissed both deer
management methods suggested by Sisco.

Fairfax’s deer population is so large that
it is unlikely appealing flowers and other
plants aimed at steering deer away from car
traffic would actually last an entire season.
Plus, the approach does nothing to address
the excess number of deer already living in
the county, said the council in its report.

The council also stated that most birth
control programs had proven to be costly
and only marginally effective at controlling
deer populations.

IF THE COUNTY is determined it needed
to kill off some deer in order to manage the
population, Sisco would prefer they use
sharp shooters to bow hunters. Using snip-
ers is more effective and more humane be-
cause deer tend to die quickly from bullet
wounds, she said.

By contrast, Sisco has seen several deer
in the county who have died slowly over
days or weeks after being struck by an ar-
row.

“It is not an unusual occurrence to see a
live animal with an arrow through it on
someone’s property,” said Sisco, who added
that parents have a particularly hard time
explaining such situations to young chil-
dren.

FAIRFAX has used sharp shooting and bow
hunting to control the local deer popula-
tion for most of the past 10 years. Officials
decided to move exclusively to bow hunt-
ing this year, in part because of cost.

Sharp shooters, typically Fairfax County
police officers, are paid for their services.
Bow hunters, on the other hand, are typi-

cally willing to cull deer for free, said Eric
Huppert, founder and president of Subur-
ban Whitetail Management of Northern Vir-
ginia.

During the 2007-2008 season, sharp
shooters took out 119 deer, at a cost of ap-
proximately $30 per animal. By contrast,
the government has actually made money
off of bow hunting because permit fees typi-
cally exceed the program’s costs. For ex-
ample, in 2003, bow hunting brought in
approximately $77 per animal killed in
Fairfax.

In the past, Huppert’s organization has
worked with private property owners,
homeowners associations and developers
who were concerned about the local deer
population. The Colvin Run hunt will be the
group’s first event on government property,
he said.

Huppert said most of the people who con-
sider bow hunting less humane than sharp
shooting are ill informed. They cite studies
of deer hunting that are decades old and
don’t account for the advances in bow hunt-
ing equipment made recently.

The archer also said his organization has
very high standards for the people it ac-
cepts. People who want to join the Subur-
ban Whitetail Management must take a bow
hunting safety and ethics class, pass a shoot-
ing test and go through an interview pro-
cess to make sure they are a good fit for the
organization.

“You have to have something that sets you
apart from the average hunter to be a part
of this,” said Huppert.

RESIDENTS are still irritated that Fairfax
County did not ask for public opinion when
it came to transitioning from sharp shoot-
ing to bow and arrow hunting exclusively.
The only public notice about the change in
program was sent to a very select group of
citizens who live directly around the parks
where the hunts are taking place, said crit-
ics.

“With one million people in Fairfax
County, they sent out 275 letters to the
people who live directly around the park
and they did not ask for input from those
residents either,” said Jeff Synder, a wild-
life rescue volunteer and Reston resident.

Hopkins, who lived close enough to deer
hunt to receive notice, said she was first
informed of the county’s plans in Colvin Run
on Oct. 26 through a letter. But many of
her neighbors didn’t realize the hunt was
taking place until it was already underway,
either because they did not receive a letter
or they overlooked it.

“I had one neighbor who told me she had
gone walking with her dog in the park on
the first day of the hunt,” said Hopkins.

She added that it was distressing the
Fairfax County park staff did not appear to
be concerned when she and several other
neighbors were uncomfortable with the bow
hunt.

“If you live in a place, you should have
some say about what happens here,” said
Hopkins.

Bow Hunting DisputedZone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

OBITUARY
Christal Ann Sudduth, 77, of Oceanside, CA passed away on 
November 25, 2009. Mrs. Sudduth was born on July 1, 1932 in 
Los Angeles, CA. She earned a Bachelor's degree from UCLA 
in 1954 and later taught pre-school for many years. Christal 
married then-Lt. JG Roger Sudduth on June 5, 1954. They 
travelled the world together, both in the Navy and as civilians, 
with Roger retiring as a Captain in 1977.

She is survived by her loving husband of 55 years, Roger of 
Oceanside, CA; daughter, Lesley Barnard of San Diego, CA; 
son, Lawrence Sudduth of Arlington, VA; sister, Joy Denman of 
Washington D.C.; grandchildren, Devin Elliott of Ft. Myers, FL, 
Allyssa Sudduth and Robert Sudduth both of Marlborough, CT. 
She was preceded in death by a son, Darryl Sudduth, in 2001. 

A Memorial Mass was celebrated at 5:00pm, on Saturday, De-
cember 5, 2009 at Saint John Vianney Catholic Church on Bal-
boa Island, CA. The Committal will be held on Tuesday, April 
13 at 11:00am at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. 
Arrangements are by Poway-Bernardo Mortuary. 

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

4 RE for Sale

Attention Investors !!

Properties For Sale

MD, VA and DC Area

Properties Go Fast

CALL TODAY 
301-534-7772

www.PillarProDeals.com

Credit Problems?

We may have a program for 
you

MD, VA and DC area

CALL TODAY 
877-830-9198

PillarProperyForSale.com

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Assaggi Osteria,LLC trading 
as Assaggi Osteria, 6641 Old 
Dominion Drive, Mclean, VA 
22101. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF AL-
COHOLIC BEVERAGE CON-
TROL for a Wine and Beer On 
and Off Premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Domenico Cornac-
chia, Managing Member

ABC LICENSE
Cottage Ethiopian Restaurant, 
LLC trading as Cottage Ethio-
pian Restaurant, 3111 Colum-
bia Pike, Arlington, VA 22204. 
The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DE-
PARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGE CONTROL for a 
mixed beverage on premises, 
Wine and beer on and off 
premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Beemnet Dada, Partner

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

Nothing is too small to know, and
nothing too big to attempt.

-William Van Horne
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Come In for Last Minute Gifts
40% off Pre-Christmas Sale
50% OFF PRE-LIT TREES
Don’t Miss the Day After
Christmas Clearance Event!

♦ Christopher Radko
Ornaments

♦ Garlands

♦ Wreaths

♦ Candles

♦ Ribbon

♦ Gifts

♦ Decorations

♦ GKI Lighted Trees

Great Falls Center
9867 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA

Tel.: 703-759-2825

50% Of All Pre-Lit Trees
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*Annual Percentage Yields. APY is accurate as of
July 21, 2009 and is guaranteed through December
31, 2009. Call your nearest branch for details.


